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Face to Face
Annette Amir

Curator
Yael Sonnino-Levy

The exhibition "Face to Face" presents the works
of the artist Annette Amir, and reveals a special
connection between two media: ceramics and
printmaking.

Annette Amir is a multidisciplinary artist. Born in
Chicago, USA, she graduated with a BFA in Art at
the University of Illinois. In her youth, Amir was
exposed to art through her many visits to the highly
regarded art museum, the Art Institute of Chicago.
She was educated in a traditional Zionist home, and
immigrated to Israel in the 1980s.

From then until today, Amir is engaged in art,
education and art therapy. She works in her studio in
Moshav Tirat Yehuda. In addition to being a creative
artist, Annette teaches art in centers for people after
stroke.

She came to the world of prints after many years of
creating in clay; kneading, sculpting and firing the
ceramics. According to her, "layers and overlapping
of styles, traditions and explorations of material
research, moved me in diverse and innovative
directions."

The artist examines transformation processes,
from two-dimensional to three-dimensional. In her
investigation of the transitions, from the linoleum
cut printed on paper to the embossing of it in clay
to create a three-dimensional object, she discovers
new worlds.

The exhibition "Face to Face" presents two
subjects, one dealing with the face and the other
with femininity. The first expresses many faces,
regardless of gender or age. The second is feminine
and personal. Amir was influenced by the feminist
artist Judy Chicago, best known for her painting and
installations on birth and the creation of images
examining the role of women in history and culture.
"Since the birth of my children, especially my twins,
I have identified with Mother Earth. In the past,
ceramics, sewing and embroidery were considered
craft, a feminine lesser art," which is unthinkable
today.

Annette's works are characterized by diverse
processes, disassembly and assembly, abstraction,
a full color spectrum and varied textures. She uses
the two media, the print and ceramics in a similar
manner. She chooses an idea or image, stretches
its boundaries sometimes beyond recognition. She
does this to female images and faces, dividing them
into geometric shapes. It is possible that the artist's
choice to create facial images is not accidental.

The exhibition "Face to Face" intensifies her own view
of the other, with inclusion, understanding and a great
desire to help others. Some of the faces shown have
undergone changes, deformation and duplication,
processes which the print media permits and enables.
It could very well be that Annette's therapeutic work,
consciously or not, influences her art.

One can definitely feel the passion for creation and
diligent exploration in Annette Amir's art. In her
engraving and sculptural objects, she brings the
printing techniques to new and special places as
especially seen in this gallery.
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