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Holding, 2015, Ink and watercolor pencil on paper, 220/150 cm
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Untitled, 2017, Print on paper, 200/250 cm

Right page: Untitled, 2017, Ink on paper, 90/62 cm
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River Banks, 2015, Ink on paper, 80/105 cm




Most new forms are not produced
from scratch, but rather through
a slow process of derivation from
a previous form. The tool slowly
adapts itself; it undergoes slight
modifications; the novelty arising
from their combined effect is
generally revealed only at the end,
once the work has been written.

It is absolutely comparable to the
evolution of animals.

The human species is the only species that has chosen its
ownname —homo sapiens, “the thinkingman.” Although
we are neither the strongest nor the fastest of animals,
we build, transform and shape our environment unlike
any other living being. Moreover, we are capable of
speech, and have invented writing. The affinity between
primates and human beings has led to numerous stud-
ies of primates in an attempt to better understand the
nature of the human species. This attempt is evident in
any type of study concerned with primates — their qual-

ities, physical reactions, and social behavior.

When Darwin’s theory of evolution was first published,
it was met with strong criticism, especially from reli-
gious bodies. Yet the growing accumulation of proof
concerning the process of natural selection has provided
evolution with a solid scientific basis. The study of evolu-
tion is currently receiving much attention in the Israeli
academic world. So, forinstance, in 2019 the Steinhardt
Museum of Natural History in Tel Aviv hosted the first
symposium held by the Israeli Society of Evolutionary
Biology, at which Israeli scientists lectured for two days.
Although some 160 years have passed since the publi-
cation of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species,
there remain, as it turns out, numerous open questions

regarding the development of life on Earth.

The technology that has enabled us to understand
our deep genetic affiliation with primates has been
described as following by Asaf Ronel, the science

reporter for the daily newspaper Haaretz: “The

development of technological tools sometimes allows
for the correction of scientific mistakes. Darwin
himself learned much about the origin of humans
based on his visits with a female orangutan (a highly
intelligent, acrobatic primate characterized by long
arms and reddish-brown fur) that was held at the
London Zoo. Nevertheless, he understood that homo
sapiens entertains closer family relations with the
chimpanzees than with the orangutan... In the 1960s,
when researchers began comparing human DNA to
that of other primates, they discovered that Darwin
was right: our DNA and that of the chimpanzees is
99% identical, whereas the human genome and that
of the orangutan is only 97% identical. When one
observes such a degree of almost total identity along
an entire DNA sequence that is three billion character
long, there isno doubtleft concerning the evolutionary

origin we share with other primates.”?

In art, as in life, professional artists are not only
concerned with painting, drawing, sculpture and so
forth; above all, they answer to the definition of “the
thinking man.” They explore in depth the themes with
which they are concerned in order to create a unique and
authentic artwork — as revealed in the work of the artist

Moran Kliger.

The exhibition “Reflection” features drawings of
primates, which the artist created with astounding
virtuosity. These hybrid, monumental creatures were
formed in drawings created on paper with pencils or
ink. Countless fine lines come together with incredible
density and precision. Their accumulation forms
voluminous, hairy bodies, which appear to be enveloped
in a soft velvet cloth. These drawings represent a
hybrid animal/woman. The artist pursues this hybrid
impression by applying black paint to the animal’s
nails, thus creating a significant transformation in the
representation of primates in her work. The obsessive
renditions of dozens of such creatures paradoxically
enables her to learn in depth about humans - their
feelings and qualities, their obsessive attraction to

power and their violent side.

In an article published in Haaretz, Prof. Richard
Wrangham, of the Department of Human Evolutionary
Biology at Harvard University, draws surprising
conclusions about human nature that have been reached
through the study of primates. The journalist, Smadar
Reisfled, tells Wrangham how a worker at the Ramat
Gan Safari Park described the resemblance between
primates and humans: “The chimpanzees are the thugs,
the guerrillas are the royalty, and orangutanslive in their
own peaceful world.” Wrangham smiled and responded

that her statement was quite lovely, and quite astute.®

Wrangham, who has been studying primates for 52
years, has focused on the neighborhood’s “thugs” - the
chimpanzees, which he describes as much more aggres-
sive than humans. He notes that people who meet
strangers in spaces such as a waiting room or restaurant
usually treat each other with ease. By contrast, the chim-
panzees taunt, threaten and hit each other. How, then,
can one explain the violence rampant in human soci-
ety? According to Wrangham, it is a mistake to attend
to violence or its absence as a quality evolving along a
single axis. Rather, he attempts to distinguish between
reactive aggression, which is an immediate fight reac-
tion in the presence of danger, and proactive aggres-
sion, which is a premeditated action, like waging a war.
Humans are proactively aggressive, especially in the case
of destructive violence towards other groups. When it
comes to reactive aggression, by contrast, humans are
much more restrained and patient than chimpanzees.
What evolutionary process transformed our species
into a more relaxed one? Wrangham’s answer is: domes-
tication. Just like dogs are domesticated wolves, and
donkeys are domesticated wild donkeys, homo sapiens
is the calmer version of our earlier, more violent prede-
cessors. According to him, humans underwent a process

of self-domestication.

The tension between human violence, and domesti-
cation and restraint is also evident in Kliger’s artist’s
statement: “The works are concerned with transi-
tions between culture and nature and the tension

between the domesticated elements and the dark, wild

elements in the human soul. The process of creating
them arose out of a concern with hybridity and trans-
formation, whose basis is an action of fragmenting
reality into parts and rearranging them into a new
reality.” The works featured in the exhibition indeed
present a new reality of “human animals,” which is
shaped by the small addition of diverse elements. These
are the inventions that transform reality, and which

render Kliger’s work unique.

Numerous artists throughout history painted monkeys.
The Italian painter Gentile da Fabriano’s most famous
painting, The Adoration of the Magi (1423), tells the story
of the three wise men who arrived from the East together
with monkeys, which symbolize Eastern aesthetics.
Peter Bruegel’s Two Monkeys (1562) depicts a pair of
chained creatures, which allude to the enslavement of
man and to the shipment of chained slaves from Africa
to the West. The Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, who longed
for a child and was unable to give birth, painted various
images of herself with monkeys, in which she hugs them
as if they were children. By contrast, Kliger’s primates
symbolize a potential power that is not given expression—
appearing frozen and immobile. These are creatures of a
different order — ones stripped of the playfulness typical

of monkeys.

Ora Kraus
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Untitled (Feet), 2017, Ink on paper, 70/63 cm Untitled (Hand), 2017, Ink on paper, 73/45 cm
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Untitled, 2016, Pastel and ink on paper, 80/120 cm
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Untitled (Eye), 2017, Ink on paper, 39/31 cm
Left page: Untitled, 2017, Color pencils on paper, 100/70 cm
Next Page: Untitled 2016, Ink on paper, 120/80 cm






